The Metro Public Library’s Short Film Competition

Christopher Mick    -   chris@355productions.com
Where to begin? – The rules and prep.

1. Stuck for an idea to get started, try CLOSAT to get you going

2. Now that you have your idea, it is writes and rewrites

3. From your finished script, you can make lists – actors, sound elements, locations, music*, extras, props, costume*, gear needed

4. Location Scout and Shot List, and in another world…..casting and crew – develop a shooting schedule, confirm permits, etc.

5. Test footage, final revisions, and rehearsals/walkthrough

6. THE SHOOT!!!

7. You thought you were done, but it’s only starting in POST.

8. Sound designer and Edit duties, communication – The stages, Assembly, rough, rough to fine, picture lock – test DVD’s, put together mailer with paperwork

Items To Discuss

a) Lighting, 3-point and otherwise, natural light, indoor light, White Balance, skin tones, face, angles, shots, ECU, etc

b) Framing, rule of thirds, open frame, lead room, or lack there of

Height of frame, spatial relationships

c) Genres, POV, use of color, style, had held or tripod? 

d) Directing Actors, # of takes, keeping on schedule, alternate rain location, padding the schedule, master contact list/credit

Resources

www.ifpmn.org    - local media non profit, great deals on gear, edit suites, consults, classes – SEE ALSO CINEMA LOUNGE

3 examples of different size/layout storyboards

http://arts.ucsc.edu/faculty/Gustafson/FILM196A.S06/storyboard%20template.jpg
http://www.matter.org.uk/Schools/AuthorGuide/images/storyboard_template.gif
http://m113mc.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/storyboard_template.jpg
one stop site for everything, and see the actor/location release forms 

http://www.dependentfilms.net/
As good as it sounds

http://www.royaltyfreemusic.com/
Great site with message boards and forums on lighting, production, cameras, advice, and just about everything else

http://www.cinematography.com/
The Minnesota Film and Television Board website. Permits, Production guides, and you should use them as a resource now that you are a filmmaker in the community

http://mnfilmtv.org/
Cinema Lounge is held the 3rd Wednesday of the month at the Bryant Lake Bowl in Minneapolis – the cost is free, and well, you should be there

