What's happening with the landfill/community now?
The Chef Menteur landfill remains closed, but debris that was dumped there during the 4 months it was open is still there. The community is working to get garbage taken away, but it's another on-going struggle through the legal system.

There were two other landfills where garbage was being dumped (they had capacity to take all the Katrina garbage, but city wanted to speed up process and use Hurricane as excuse to open controversial landfill)

Any testing done on trash to see if toxic?
Both sides did their own testing. The results were not comprehensive.

Father Vien always tells the story about how the city wanted to do the air quality tests on the North side, when strong winds were blowing towards the landfill so it wasn't testing air from the landfill.

MQVN tested and found that was a lot of pollution.

How are the Community projects going?

Bought an old building and going to build a medical clinic (only facility in area), there were two hospitals in NOLA East that have not been reopened. Staffed with Tulane med students. Funded by foundations.

Charter school was opened. It's now K-6, 65% Af-Am, 35% Viet, 10% Latino, bilingual program (Viet-Eng).

Urban farm- carved out land, but Corps of Engineer designated wetlands, so have to buy another piece of land elsewhere to 'transfer' wetland title. Funny that they won't let the farm be there, but can put garbage on wetlands...

MQVN- business development gave money to small business owners to give a 'face lift' to facade of community.

Relationship to Nagin/politicians?

Nagin began to be much more responsive in last couple years. Mitch Landreu is reaching out to Viet community to sit on his commission/council. Cindy Nguyen ran for city council (for Cynthia W-L's seat, who termed out) and came in 3 (out of 5 or 6). Now another person running for political office (besides Joseph Cao).

At this year's Tet the state attorney general showed up and a lot of the local politicians.

Urban Planning Questions 

Urban Land Institute- sensible plan to consolidate the city and not rebuild NOLA East which is below sea level. But what about the community and their attachment to the land?

The city has designated 13 spots that are the focus for redevelopment plans, and Versailles has now chosen Versailles as one of the spots (the other points are all in town). Before Katrina, Versailles was the furthest from the city's mind in terms of development---> This leads to the question of Hawaii and what would be redeveloped here if a similar disaster happened here.

It's a 'resilient community' a model/case study for underserved communities.

How did we get involved in the project?

Wei Le- Geographer friend knew about the community. Leo went down with her to meet everyone.

Why didn't the community make their own film?

No one was focusing on this story. No one was doing it. The community was busy rebuilding their lives, and didn't have time to think about telling other people their stories.

What's happening with the community now?

When City Councilmembers come to ask for support/favors, and he demands they take on a Vietnamese staffer! That's how Mimi came to be on Cynthia W-L's staff. So now, two city councilmembers are *looking* for Vietnamese staffers and there's no one to fill it. So Father Vien is looking for outside Vietnamese people. He's talking to a Yale student to try to get them down there. Get the young blood in there. Thinking about setting up a scholarship/fellowship through Tulane (to work with the community for a couple years).

Has the community seen the film? What did they think?

Showed it at Tet, the Vietnamese New Year's celebration in 2009, and they shut if off after 1/2 hour to sell raffle tickets. Their attitude is sort of, yeah, we did that...so what? It won the audience award at the New Orleans Int'l Film Fest.

Relationship with the African American community?

Two groups haven't always had the best relationship, but after Katrina, leaders from communities have tried hard to work together behind common issues. It's a New Orleans/NOLA East issue. Form coalition, a move toward the right direction.

How did the film get funded?

We won the lottery! We didn't have a lot of money in the beginning, but partway into the post-production process we got sizeable funding from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Broadcast is May 25th at 10pm, we have DVDs for sale, all money goes to outreach at this point.

Are the youth still staying in New Orleans?

VAYLA is still running, reaching out to young people in the community. Very active. Have a program for the young women.

What's next for Leo?

Joseph Cao project for CAAM. Immigration reform should come up, and it will be very interesting. He's very, very pro reform.




